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Federal and Unitary Systems
Modern countries cannot be governed by a single power location. Government levels are divided into local and national levels, and each is given total or some degree of authority to govern its areas' affairs. Thus, in all modern countries, there are local and central governments. Some nations have three levels of governance that take care of the interests of less large regions. However, the distribution of power at all these levels is a matter of constitutional organization (Alan Heslop, 2017). There exist differences in this case wherein the British government, the local government are respected and given the freedom to operate, while in France, local states are under strict control. In situations where some states are independent, as is the case in countries like China, Hong Kong runs as a semi-independent state.
Countries use different systems of government to manage and share resources among their people. Unitary and federal systems of government are the most common worldwide. In federal governments, political leadership is divided into two sets of governments; one national and the other subnational in which both directly operate to provide services to their people. In all cases, there are constitutional powers to determine the role of each system of government. The constitutional powers establish what each system of government is expected to do within their territories. Some of the largest economies, such as the United States, Russia, India, Canada, Argentina, and Australia, use the federal basis of governance. Due to these countries' size, it is easy for them to divide the economy into separate divisions and allocate powers to each for easy control. In federal systems, political and government structures vary, and in some cases, the arrangements reflect different cultural divisions. In some cases, the federal systems help unite different cultures, as in Switzerland's case; Swiss people speak four different languages. People from different cultures are represented at the national level through the National Council or in the states' council. In so doing, these people, despite their cultural differences, are united at the state and national level through legal bodies.
Also, in countries like the United States, the federal arrangements bring a cultural homogeneity in a largely diversified society. Through the United States constitution, the federal government is supposed to carry out certain activities such as interstate commerce, foreign trade, war, and foreign relations for the benefit of the whole people. Thus, irrespective of the differences witnessed among people where federal governments are practiced, there are rules to make sure policies made at national or state levels benefit all citizens (Alan Heslop, 2017). Thus, the president and Congress work together when changing the constitution, levying taxes, and making changes in other governments' systems. Such an interlocking system makes sure all people from different cultures are represented.
In unitary political systems, all or most governing powers are in the hands of a centralized government. Thus, in a unitary system, the national government makes laws and channels decisions to other subunits for implementation. Many nations use a unitary system of government. However, the way these nations apply unitary governance varies. For example, in Britain, decentralization of power is done in practice and not via the constitutional principle. In other countries like France, the centralized system gives a certain degree of independence to subnational units (Britannica Staff, 2019). However, the local governments are elected or appointed by central governments, which means they are subjects to decisions made at the national level. Therefore, although the national, local governments may make decisions, the central authorities determine the extent to which authorities will be devolved. In some unitary government cases, the central authority may abolish municipal governments if they choose to, which further undermines their authority.
Some of the benefits of federalism include the provision of a structure that separates government powers. The national government has roles to play and so are the local states. Each operates separately to fulfill the same mandate within the frameworks of the constitution. Secondly, federalism protects citizens against tyranny by ensuring services can be received at different levels of governance (Rozel & Wilcox, 2019). Thirdly, federalism increases levels of individual participation in the running of the country. Another advantage of federalism is that it encourages participation in governance. The national and state governments must listen to each other and agree on how to run the country.
One of the federalism cons is that the majority will is protected at all costs because different groups in the country can set their rules. Secondly, federalism gives local governments the power to fight the national governments. It is common for local governments to disagree with national governments and create barriers to policy implementation.
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